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Community Garden Plot Guide
The Oak Brook Park District Garden Plot Program is an opportunity for gardeners to enjoy 
nature, plant flowers, fruits, and vegetables, while spending time outdoors. The garden plots 
measure 10 feet by 10 feet, and are located at the Dean Nature Sanctuary (115 Canterberry 
Lane) in Oak Brook. The Garden Plot Manual provides the gardeners with basic rules and 
guidelines for a successful garden plot program. 

The following rules and guidelines are designed to give all gardeners a positive experience 
and ensure the success of the community gardening program.

Rental Procedure

Garden Plots are rented on a seasonal basis (Registration information can be found at www.obparks.org). The cost is $40 for 
residents and $60 for nonresidents. A $50 refundable deposit is required at the time of registration. At the end of the season, the 
deposit will be refunded once it is determined all items have been removed from the plot, such as plant materials, fencing, tomato 
cages, weed blanket fabric, etc., and all numbered permits and keys have been returned. Your garden plot rental contract and access 
expire on October 17th. 

Plot Condition

Plots are rented in their existing condition. At the end of each season, Park District staff will till each plot for the following year. 

Inspection

The Oak Brook Park District will inspect and contact gardeners whose plots are not in compliance with the rules, who interfere with 
neighboring gardens, or whose plots are not used appropriately. Gardeners who fail to address a rules violation within seven calendar 
days, or within an alternative timeframe specified by the Park District staff, risk losing their garden plot rental and deposit.

Plot Return / Refund Policy

Gardeners may return their plots at any time by contacting the Oak Brook Park District. Garden Plot renters may not give away or 
sublet their rented plot to anyone else. There are no refunds for returning a rented plot after May 1. If a renter chooses to return a 
plot during the rental season, the renter must remove any plant materials, fencing, tomato cages, weed blanket fabric, and any other 
items within or around the plot. The renter must also return numbered permits and keys for the $50 deposit to be returned.
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Safety 

Renters garden at their own risk. Since all plot locations are in a public park, the public is not banned from these areas. The Oak Brook 
Park District assumes no responsibility for any loss or damage to personal property, plants, or produce at the garden plots. Should 
activities, such as theft, alcohol use, malicious damage, illegal dumping, etc. be observed, please contact the Oak Brook Park District.

Acceptable Garden Plants

Gardeners may plant a wide variety of annual flowers, fruits, and vegetables. Please do not plant perennial plants. Growing marijuana 
in the garden plots is illegal, and anyone found to be growing marijuana will be reported to the police. 

Parking permits and key access

Each renter will be issued a numbered key to the locked chain gate, as well as a numbered parking permit. The permits and keys will 
be issued at the time of registration. Permits and keys must be returned to the secure drop box located on the chain gate post no later 
than October 17th, the last day for gardening. 

Accessing the Garden Plots

The gardens are located on the south side of the property. Access to the gardens is via the paved trail. The entrance to the road 
is secured with a chain and padlock. After unlocking the padlock, lower the chain and drive onto the paved trail. Immediately re-
secure the chain and lock before proceeding any further. This will help prevent unauthorized vehicles from accessing the paved trail. 
Immediately re-secure the chain and lock when you leave the site. Gardeners may only access the gardens between May 1st and 
October 17th, between the hours of 6 am -6 pm. 

Parking

Renters may park along the circular gravel driveway in front of the barn, or in the gravel 
parking lot during gardening activities. Your parking permit must be displayed on the 
dashboard of the vehicle while it is parked. Parking permits and keys may not be shared with 
anyone. Renters who share keys or parking permits will forfeit their garden plot and deposit. 

Honey Bee Apiary

The Park District maintains a honey bee apiary on the south side of the white barn. Under 
no circumstance should anyone approach the honey bee hives, or disturb them in any way.



Gardening Rules
1. Gardeners who rent a plot will be assigned a plot number. All gardening activities must be contained within the plot boundaries as 

marked by the Park District. The stakes and markers designating the boundaries of plots must not be removed at any time. Plots 
must be neatly maintained up to the boundaries from May 1st to October 17th.

2. The garden plot season begins May 1st (weather permitting). Gardeners are encouraged to prepare their entire plot for gardening 
and begin planting by June 1st. The final day for gardeners to access their plots is October 17th. All plant materials, fencing, tomato 
cages, weed blanket fabric, and any other items within or around the plot must be removed on or before October 17th or the renter 
will forfeit the $50 deposit. 

3. Renters may add natural soil amendments to their plot, including peat moss, mushroom compost, or other organic materials 
designed to improve the richness and composition of the soil. Mulch may be used in your garden plot. Approved mulch materials 
include Alfalfa, Buckwheat hulls, corrugated cardboard, feathers, garden residue, grain hulls, hay, lawn clippings, leaves, and 
shredded newspaper. Bulk deliveries of materials are not permitted. 

4. Renters may deposit cut plants, trimmings, clippings, and organic materials from their plots, in the marked compost bin. Gardeners 
may NOT place any materials in the compost bin that are not from their garden plot. 

5. There is a zero-tolerance policy for dumping any materials or debris at the Dean Nature Sanctuary. Anyone found to be dumping 
will forfeit their garden plot and deposit. 

6. There is no running water at the Dean Nature Sanctuary. There is a water storage tank on-site with a spigot. Renters are welcome 
to draw water from the tank. Water must NOT be misused. Hoses may be used; however, NO sprinklers can be attached to the 
water spigots. Please turn off the water when not in use. 

 7. Fences may be installed around your garden plot. Fences must be constructed of mesh material and may not be taller than 8 feet. 
The total height of the fence and strand of string or wire is not to exceed 10 feet. 

8. Poured concrete and limestone screenings may not be used to anchor fence posts or other structures. Gardeners may not dig 
channels or create berms outside of their plots. 

9. Pets are not allowed inside the plot area. 

10. Renters that do not plant, maintain, or properly remove debris from plots will lose the following year’s renewal privileges and are 
subject to forfeiture of the $50 deposit. 

11. The Dean Nature Sanctuary is a passive, natural site. Deer and other wildlife are present within the sanctuary, especially during 
the morning and late afternoon/evening. Renters should not feed or approach any animals.

12. Rental contracts must be signed and returned by May 1st. 

13. Any plants grown in the rental garden plots are for personal use. Plants may not be grown for commercial purposes. 

14. All plots must be planted by June 1st. The Park District may reassign unplanted plots without refund after June 1st. 

15. Before planting, gardeners should check the numbered stake to be certain they are on the correct plot. If renters are not sure of 
the plot number, they should contact the Park District before planting. The Park District is not responsible for costs incurred for 
replanting. 

16. It is suggested that string is used to mark the boundary of each plot’s lines. This makes the boundaries visible to the mower. The 
Park District will maintain areas surrounding the garden site. Plots are not to extend beyond the designated boundary lines. 

17. Renters are expected to weed and maintain their entire plot(s) throughout the season until closing on October 17th. If weeds are 
growing 12” tall on more than 1/3 of your plot for longer than seven days, or if you have extended your plot beyond the assigned 
boundary lines, you will be contacted by the Park District by phone/email. Gardeners will then have one week from the day they 
are notified to take the appropriate action before the plot is mowed. Gardeners are expected to make arrangements for their plot 
to be maintained during any extended absences. If gardeners fail to maintain their plot, the Park District will remove the plants and 
materials from the plot, and the renter will forfeit the $50 deposit. 
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Oak Brook Park District Garden Plots Agreement & Code of Conduct
1. I will comply with all federal, state, and local laws, and all Park District and Village ordinances. 

2. I will plant my garden plot by June 1 or forfeit the plot. 

3. I am the gardener that will use the plot. I understand I may not transfer or sublet my plot. Payment, planting, maintenance, 
cleanup, and other duties at the plot are my responsibility. In the spirit of community and cooperation, I will treat the garden, other 
gardeners, neighbors, and visitors with respect and consideration. Violation of this rule will result in forfeiture of the garden plot. 

4. I understand all plots are rented in their existing condition. 

5. I understand that the Oak Brook Park District Garden Plots is a public park and the public will not be banned from this area. 

6. I understand garden plots are temporary fixtures. The Park District reserves the right to relocate, add or remove plots as needs 
change. 

7. I understand the Park District assumes no responsibility for loss or damage to personal property. The Park District is not responsible 
for replacement or reimbursement for any lost seeds, plants, produce, tools, or any other item that you bring to the garden plot due 
to theft, vandalism, weather, or any other reason. 

8. I understand if I observe illegal activity, such as theft, alcohol use, or vandalism I should contact the Police Department and the 
Oak Brook Park District. 

9. I understand the plants I grow on my garden plot are for personal consumption and not for commercial purposes. Plants and 
produce from the garden may not be sold for a personal profit. 

10. I will not disturb the honey bee apiary. 

11. I will park my car in the Dean Nature Sanctuary parking lot at the north end of the property, or on the gravel circular driveway 
adjacent to the Garden Plots. I will not park or drive in the plots, grass, or any other area except the road. 

12. I will remove all plant materials, debris, plant supports, fences, tomato cages, and any other items within or around the plot before 
October 17th. 

13. I will not expand my plot beyond its boundaries into the paths or other plots. 

14. I will not plant perennials, trees or shrubs, or any illegal plants, including marijuana (cannabis).

15. I understand that personal property, including tools and clothing, should not be left at the Garden Plots for safety and aesthetic 
reasons, and the Park District is not responsible for the theft of personal items. 

16. I will keep my plot free of weeds, rotting produce, trash, and other debris. Should my garden become unkempt, I will be notified by 
the Oak Brook Park District and given 7 days to weed and clean my plot. If I do not maintain my plot within the 7-day grace period, 
I understand it will be forfeited along with the $50 deposit, and no refund will be issued. 

17. I understand that weeds must be removed promptly to prevent unsightliness and the propagation of weed seeds into neighboring 
plots. 

18. I will keep my plot, paths, and surroundings clean and neat. I will put compost, recyclables, and trash in designated areas. I will 
practice good safety habits for myself and fellow gardeners by keeping paths clear of tools and debris. 

19. I will not bring household trash or landscape waste and leave it at the Garden Plots, the compost bin, or in the park. It is illegal to 
dump on public property. 
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20. I understand I may use trellis structures and plant supports as long as they do not present a safety hazard or shade another 
gardener’s plot. I will be respectful and keep tall crops and structures from shading my neighbor’s plots.

21. When planting near the boundaries of my plot, I will leave adequate space for growth so mature plants do not grow into the 
pathway or neighboring plots. Plants that protrude beyond the plant boundaries into the pathways or other plots will be trimmed 
by the Park District. 

22. I agree to be mindful of other garden plot members when using water on my plot, and I understand that sprinklers are not 
allowed. I will turn off all spigots when not in use. I understand that standing water presents a health hazard as a breeding ground 
for mosquitoes. I will empty all water containers and store them upside down when not in use. 

23. I will consider employing the use of approved mulch materials to conserve water and prevent unwanted weeds from growing. 

24. I will not enter other gardener’s plots, and I will not remove plants, vegetables, tools, or any other item that does not belong to 
me. I will not move soil, dig channels, create berms or otherwise change the landscape beyond the boundaries of my plot. I will not 
make any permanent changes to the garden. I will not damage or destroy any property at the Garden Plots. 

25. I understand that if my gardening practices negatively affect a fellow gardener, I may be requested to alter the practices by the 
Park District. I understand that the Park District reserves the right to remove objectionable items from garden plots. 

26. I will wear headphones if I wish to listen to music. I will not use profane or abusive language, harass or discriminate against others. 

27. I will fully supervise my children and prevent them from wandering into other gardener’s plots. I have received a copy of the 
Garden Plot Rules and Guidelines. 
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